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to faith as picturing (" /waj^-ination ") the objects of faith: "faith 
discerns God only when the ideas summed up in him are made lumi- 
nous by imagination " (p. 48). It puts a check upon itself by discern- 
ing disharmony in its illicit products. He then applies these princi- 
ples to the problems of God, man, life here and hereafter, miracles, etc. 

In two points the author's reasoning is weak — the relation of 
imagination to miracles and to revelation or inspiration. The pro- 
fessor admits that the occurrence of miracles is " a question of fact ; " 
then adds : " if this question of fact is made a question of imagina- 
tion," etc. (p. 1 1 7). But we do not submit " a question of fact " to the 
imagination. Granted that it is true that " it is imaginable that .... 
God .... can work miracles; has wrought them" (p. 123), yet this 
merely proves miracles possible, it does not so much as make them 
probable. It is beside the mark to say that " the imaginability of 
miracles .... is so complete that .... to avoid imagining them 
has ever required greater adroitness than plain Christian folk can com- 
mand "(p. 123). Precisely, "plain Christian folk" ! "Plain Christian 
folk" display such " adroitness" as to "imagine" that the phases of the 
moon influence terrestrial weather and crops ; but this does not estab- 
lish as a fact the moon's supposed power. But Dr. Johnson has. 
essayed a scientific treatment of imagination, and this is not a scien- 
tific, but an ad captandum argument. The trouble is that he has 
gone back on his own canon : imagination is to be applied to the 
higher realms, where other faculties cannot reach. By attempting to- 
make it do the work of the logical faculty, our author casts suspicion 
upon the whole course of his argument and does not help the cause 
of miracles. And he is equally infelicitous in his treatment of revela- 
tion, in spite of the very fine passage on pp. 134, 135. 

The volume is well printed, on good paper, in a neat cover, and has- 
a serviceable index. 

Geo. W. Gilmore. 

Meadville Theological School. 



The Life and Literature of the Ancient Hebrews. By 
Lyman Abbott. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1901. 
Pp. xiii + 408. $2. 

In the winter of 1896-97 Dr. Abbott delivered a series of lecturer 
upon the Old Testament before his church in Brooklyn. In 1899- 
1900 he took the same theme before the Lowell Institute of Boston. 
From these lectures the present book has developed. The chapters. 
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appeared in the Outlook during the summer of 1900 in substantially 
their present form, except for the numerous footnotes. The book is 
written, so says Dr. Abbott, " first to tell the general reader what is the 
spirit and what the methods and the general conclusions of this (1. <?., 
the modern, literary, scientific, evolutionary) school respecting the 
Bible; and, second, to show that these do not imperil spiritual faith — 
that, on the contrary, they enhance the value of the Bible as an instru- 
ment for the cultivation of the spiritual faith." 

This history of the book and this avowed purpose of the author, 
indeed the author's name itself, prevent it from being a technical, 
scientific " Old Testament Introduction " and require it to be a work 
for the people, full of suggestiveness for them. It may be, however, 
that it contains also a hint here and there from which the Old Testa- 
ment teacher may learn how to secure the interest of his pupils. It 
is worth the reading with that problem in mind, at any rate. The 
Sunday evening lectures aroused great interest, and the book deserves 
to find a wide reading on the part of Bible students. 

It may seem to those who spend their lives in Old Testament study 
that the work appears too late to have the apologetic value which the 
author hopes for it, but it is probably one of the things the scholar has 
to learn that his learned utterances are not yet received by the Chris- 
tian world without hesitation, and that it is still worth while to show the 
reasonableness and the value of the new views with patience and tact. 
Dr. Abbott can buttress well-nigh every important position by appeal 
to the great majority of scholars, but the best appeal, after all, is to 
the reader himself, and here, as commonly, the author is successful. 

Dr. Abbott does not quote authorities written in German. Doubt- 
less he could have done so ; or he could have hired the extra work 
done at a reasonable figure. We conclude that he did not wish to 
overwhelm the timid reader with a lot of foreign names. Can it be 
that he uses footnotes and references as an invitation to the reader to 
continue his study of the point in question by reading in the books 
cited ? It is certainly a matter of congratulation that so high authori- 
ties, and so genuinely scholarly works, can be cited written in the 
English language. It may be that, for example in Egyptian history 
and religion, later works might have been quoted. But the editor of 
the Outlook is not lightly to be charged with being slow, and so at 
this point also we will assume the wisdom of his course. 

The book is really a review of the literature of the Hebrews as 
determined by their life ; for that is the right order ; the natural one, 
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the divine one ; it is the one which makes the Bible appeal to us. As 
the account of God's approach to men in manifold ways, we turn to the 
Bible with just and high expectation of helpfulness and inspiration 
for our life-tasks. Abbott frequently points the way to such benefit, 
and the reader will easily add to the list of practical lessons gained. 

The division of the work is according to the kinds of literature con- 
tained in the Old Testament. The legislation is divided chronologi- 
cally; there is admirable treatment of the fiction, of the Song of 
Songs (with translation), of Job, " a spiritual tragedy," of the wisdom 
literature as an ethical philosophy, and of the preachers of righteous- 
ness and redemption, the prophets. 

Who is God ? What is man ? What is their right relationship ? 
How can it be secured ? These questions the Bible answers, and the 
author has had them constantly before him as he has written. 

Owen H. Gates. 
Dorset, Vt. 

A History of Babylonia and Assyria. By Robert William 
Rogers. 2 vols. New York : Eaton & Mains, 1900. Pp. 
xx+429; xv+418. $$. 

To Professor Rogers belongs the distinction of having been the 
first to present us with a comprehensive history of Babylonia and Assyria 
in an English garb. The two handsome and portly volumes represent 
the fruit of the active labors of a decade, and it may be said at once 
that Professor Rogers has produced an eminently readable book, which 
is certainly one of the first qualifications that ought to distinguish a 
history. He wields a facile pen ; his style is graceful, his English vig- 
orous, and he well knows how to carry his readers along with him as 
he unfolds the interesting tale of Babylonia's and Assyria's rise to 
greatness and subsequent decline. The story is a long one, extending 
over several millenniums, but under Rogers' guidance it is never a 
tedious tale, and, even when discussing details that might easily become 
irksome to the general reader, he succeeds in investing them with deep 
interest. Combining with a thorough knowledge of details, so far as 
they are known to us, a sympathetic spirit that enables him to pene- 
trate into the meaning of his vast array of facts, he has made a valu- 
able contribution that insures for him an honorable place among 
modern historians as well as among Assyriologists. Professor Rogers 
has given us even more in his two volumes than the title-page would 
indicate. He has devoted the first 253 pages to a full account of the 



